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POLICY ON SUSTAINABLE AND INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT 

1. PURPOSE

1.1. This policy articulates WWF-Australia's approach for contributing to social and economic 
development as part of our efforts toward achieve lasting and equitable conservation 
outcomes. 

1.2. While applicable to all our work, this policy articulates WWF-Australia's commitment to 
ensure that our Aid and Development Activities, in particular, are based on sound, evidence­
based development theory and practice and contribute to socially, environmentally, and 
economically sustainable and inclusive development through the empowerment of local 
actors and systems. 

1.3. This policy also provides the basis upon which WWF-Australia distinguishes between Aid 
and Development Activities and 'non-development' activities. 

2. BACKGROUND

2.1. WWF-Australia recognises, in the words of former WWF International President, Chief 
Emeka Anyaoku, that "conserving and managing natural resources is essential in the fight 
against poverty and that conservation of the earth's natural systems will only be successful 
in the long term if it addresses the development needs and aspirations of local communities". 

2.2. WWF has been active in the development and promotion of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, at the core of which are 17 Sustainable Development Goals ("the 
SDGs"). The SDGs also recognise that the environmental, economic and social elements of 
sustainable development are interconnected and mutually dependent. Ending poverty can 
only be achieved through strategies that build economic growth, address social needs, 
tackle climate change and protect the environment. The aims of the SDGs are succinctly 
expressed in WWF's global mission to "build a future in which people live in harmony 
with nature". 

2.3. WWF-Australia recognises that more than 70% of the world's 1.2 billion people living below 
the poverty line depend directly on natural resources for their livelihoods 1, and it is these
people who are most affected by environmental degradation and climate change. At the 
same time, poverty, food insecurity and lack of economic resilience can all be drivers of 
unsustainable natural resource use and ecosystem management. From decades of work 

1 UNDP-UNEP (2015) Mainstreaming Environment and Climate for Poverty Reduction and Sustainable 
Development: A Handbook to Strengthen Planning and Budgeting Processes 
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